Lucio Silla
An opera is created using all art forms – the famous German composer Richard Wagner called opera a Gesamtkunstwerk. (all-art-work)

Dramma per musica in three acts, K135, by WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART (1756-91) to a libretto by GIOVANNI  DE GAMERRA; Milan, Regio Ducal Teatro, 26 December 1772.

Write a reflection on your experience with the video and live productions of Lucio Silla, focusing on the ways the different art forms are used to present this opera.
· Write a paragraph on each of the following topics (art forms) as they apply to Lucio Silla.
· Be sure to provide concrete examples to support your ideas.  
· Write in essay form: double space your writing, indent  your paragraphs.
· Be sure to mention each art form in the topic sentence (first sentence) of each paragraph.  
· Write your paragraphs in the following order:
PART I (Tuesday April 12th)

Introduction - What were your thoughts about opera before you visited Opera Atelier?

  (10)

· Present the backgrounds of the two productions of Lucio Silla: Salzburg  and Atelier.

The story     - What is your response to the story? Describe the plot only generally in two sentences.  (10)
               - the story is contained in the script or play called the libretto in Italian or livret in French


         - the libretto contains the dialogue of the characters
   - discuss where the story of Lucio Silla came from. 
PART II (Tuesday May 3rd)
The music - Discuss the difference between recitatives and arias in opera?



   (10)
                   - Describe the instruments used (Baroque string bows – valveless horns…)


       - Discuss the instruments used by Salzburg and by Tafelmusik?

       - Compare the orchestras of the two productions of Lucio Silla?
Singers      - Which characters have high voices? Which characters have low voices?


   (10)
- What do you think is the reason for giving different characters their voice range?

- Explain why Cecilio is a “soprano”?
PART III (Tuesday May 24th)
Dancing    - In opera dancing is called ballet 







   (10)
- What do you think about the dance choreography in Opera Atelier’s production?

- Did the Salzburg production suffer through a lack of dance choreography?
Costumes - Discuss the differences between costumes in the video and in Opera Atelier?

   (10)
                  - Do you think modern costumes and period costumes are equally effective in telling the story?
PART IV (Tuesday June 7th)
Scenery    - Describe the scenery: the physical set construction and painting


               (10)

     - Compare Opera Atelier’s set design with that shown in the Salzburg video

     - Were the sets equally effective in their respective productions?
Machinery-Describe any special effects requiring engineering





   (10)
                 - Describe the special effects used in the two productions. Were they effective?
Lighting  - Describe the lighting used in the two productions. Were they equally effective?

   (10)
Conclusion - What are your thoughts about opera after seeing Lucio Silla?



   (10)
     - Do you think that both productions were effective, or not? Explain your conclusions.
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